
May 2018 
Dear Member of the 9th Grade, 

 
Listed below are the advisors for the 10th Grade for next year.  Please review them carefully and 
list 6 choices in order of preference in the space indicated below.  If you do not complete all 6 
choices, the Class Dean will determine your advisor.  Please do not choose a faculty member 
advising at a different grade level.  Every effort will be made to match you with the person you 
request.  If this is not possible or appropriate, we will assign you an advisor.  If you have NO 
PREFERENCE, please check the “no preference” line. 
 
 The advisors for next year’s 10th Grade are: 
 

Ms. Gloria Blanco     Ms. Maryam Lombardi  
Mr. Kevin Cedrone      Ms. Terri Lukens 
Mr. Alex Doyle (co-dean)    Ms. Erin McGurn 
Ms. Krista Ferraro     Mr. Thad Robey 
Ms. Allison Garnsey     Ms. Debbie Siegel 
Ms. Kristan Gately (co-dean)    Mr. Jamison Smith 
Ms. Deborah Higgins     Mr. Highley Thompson 
Ms. Karen Jodoin     Ms. Cathy Turpel  
      

   

o Check here if you have no preference.  Otherwise, please write in the names of your top six 
requests in order of preference. 

 
1.  _____________________________________________________ 

 
2.  _____________________________________________________ 

 
3.  _____________________________________________________ 

 
4.  _____________________________________________________ 

 
5.  _____________________________________________________ 

 
6.  _____________________________________________________ 

 
 
PLEASE PRINT YOUR NAME HERE:  ______________________________________ 
 
STUDENT SIGNATURE:  _________________________________________________ 
 
PARENT SIGNATURE:  __________________________________________________ 
 
If you have any questions about this process, please consult your Class Dean.  You will be 
notified about your advisor for next year when you receive your schedule during the summer.  
Please return this form to your current advisor by Friday, May 25. 
 

(Turn Page for Advisor Biographies!) 



Advisor Biographies 
Ms. Gloria Blanco 
*Teaches Spanish  (23 Years at TA)  
*Yearbook Publication (Orange & Black) 
*Loves to dance 
*Leads service trip to Dominican Republic 
*Secretly wishes she could have been a Mathlete! 
 
Mr. Kevin Cedrone    
*Dept. Chair Math/Computer Science (26 Years at TA) 
*Has been Varsity Boys Basketball coach 
*Enjoys soccer, basketball, tennis  
*Likes spending time with family    
 
Mr. Alex Doyle (Co-Dean) 
*Works in HLC, teaches English (2 years at TA) 
*Has 2 kids 
*Music fan 
*Spends free time on odd jobs around the house 
     
Ms. Krista Ferraro 
* Teaches History (4 years at Thayer) 
*History Department Head 
*Is passionate about social justice and diversity 
*Appreciates sarcasm 
*Speaks Spanish 
 
Ms. Allison Garnsey 
*Teaches Science  (5 Years at TA)  
*Coaches Varsity Softball 
*Spectrum advisor 
*Enjoys international travel, new adventures 
*In the Army National Guard 
 
Ms. Kristan Gately (Co-Dean)  
*Teaches History (18 Years at TA)  
*Dean of Students 
*Spends time at 3 kids’ “sporting events” 
*Loves movies and the Patriots 
*Was in Sports Illustrated in “Faces in the 
Crowd”  
 
Ms. Deborah Higgins 
*Teaches French and Spanish (10 years at TA) 
*Travel is #1 passion 
*Red Sox are #2 passion 
*Likes politics, movies, music, reading  
*Enjoys small ethnic restaurants and cooking 
 
Ms. Karen Jodoin 
*Teaches Science (26 years at TA) 
*Integrated Sci. and Anatomy and Physiology 
*Loves watching all sporting events 
*Likes reading and long dog walks in the woods 
*Once forgot her hairbrush for a 3 day trip and no one  
ever knew! 

Ms. Maryam Lombardi 
*Teaches Math (19 Years at TA) 
*Habitat for Humanity, DOVE 
* Speaks two languages, understands a third 
* Has lived in 3 different countries and 3 states 
 
Ms. Terri Lukens 
*Teaches Spanish (16 Years at TA) 
*Community Council 
*Attended another ISL school (to remain unnamed) 
*Has two sons 
 
Ms. Erin McGurn 
*Teaches Science (4 year at Thayer) 
*Loves dogs, especially small, fluffy ones 
*Avid Pats fan 
*Lives in Braintree, has two sons    
 
Mr. Thad Robey 
*Director of College Counseling (16 Years at TA) 
*Teaches History and English 
*Avid tennis player, loves sports 
*Watches lots of movies 
*Attended same high school in Hawaii as B. Obama 
 
Ms. Debbie Siegel 
*Teaches Math (23 Years at TA) 
*Leads SALSA, used to coach softball 
*Loves all kinds of sports 
*Cheers on Boston pro teams 
*Community service 
*Likes biking,  puzzles, games, trivia…and 80s music! 
      
Mr. Jamison Smith 
*Teaches Science (10 years at TA) 
*Trivia team 
*Coaches Middle School Baseball  
*Was a member of his high school’s jazz and marching 
bands 
*Astrophotography is a primary hobby 
*Avid fan of Buffalo pro teams – Sabres and Bills 
   
Mr. Highley Thompson 
*Upper School Director (7 years at TA) 
*Has taught Math, Latin, and English 
*Loves watching sports and traveling 
*Played soccer and lacrosse growing up 
 
Ms. Cathy Turpel 
*Director Summer Programs/Camp Thayer (18 
years at TA) 
*Teaches Health & Wellness 
*Head Varsity Girls Tennis Coach 
*Girls with a Cause (Middle School) 
*Has hit a hole-in-one! 


