
THAYER ACADEMY  
PARENT RESPONSE FORM 

 
 
As we put together the counselor recommendation letter for each student, we seek input from many 
sources: teachers, advisers, coaches, peers, and the students themselves. All of this we have or will have 
in the Fall. You know them far better than any of us at Thayer ever will, so this is your opportunity to 
further our understanding of your child and have a voice in our letter of recommendation. Be funny; be 
serious; be proud. Feel free to comment at length. You can do this in one of two formats: 
 

• Write a letter of recommendation on behalf of your child and send it to the college counselor 
• Answer the questions below 

 
Regardless of your preference, please return it to us by September 30th.  Feel free to attach additional 
pages as necessary. 
 
Student’s Name: ____________________________________________________ 
 

1. What do you consider to be your child’s outstanding accomplishments during their time at 
Thayer? Why? Your answer could include a description of overall personal or academic 
growth/success, or particular events, awards, or projects that stand out in your mind. Feel free to 
describe several.    

 
2. Describe an activity (extra-curricular, athletic, community, school-related or not) to which s/he 

has devoted extensive time and effort and what you think s/he has gained from being involved. 
 

3. What are your child’s strengths (academic, personal, social, etc.)? Provide an example or two of 
when you have seen these strengths in action. 

 
4. On a daily basis, what role does your child play at home within the context of your family? 

 
5. What five adjectives best describe your child.  If a particular anecdote pops into your head that 

would bring an adjective to life for us, please share. 
 

6. Are there any personal or academic circumstances that may have impacted your child’s 
educational or personal experiences?   

 
* If your son or daughter has a diagnosed learning disability or mental health concerns, do you 
want the college counselor to disclose that information in the letter of recommendation?  

 
7. In what ways do you think your child will contribute to a college community?  

 
8. Are there any specific colleges you or your child is targeting?  If so, why? 
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