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Camp Thayer
Mission Statement

Camp Thayer is  for children, and the

staff is dedicated to making your child’s

summer a fun, relaxed and socially ex-

citing one. The philosophy of our pro-

gram is to provide children an

opportunity to develop in an atmosphere

of respect, trust, and friendship.

Our programs, including sports, are non-

competitive to encourage participants to

strive for personal satisfaction and

growth. The children themselves, bring-

ing their own unique aptitudes and tal-

ents, help create an exciting and

dynamic group.
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Administrative Team

Cathy Turpel
Camp Director

cturpel@thayer.org

AnnMarie Leonard
Assistant Camp Director

Camp Administrator
aleonard@thayer.org

Marc rando
Assistant Camp Director

CIT Director
mrando@thayer.org

Joanne Grant
Aquatics Director

Jay Brabazon
Waterfront Director

Susan Katchpole, rn

Camp nurse

Dear Parents, 

I am delighted to welcome all new and returning families to CAMP ThAYer
for this upcoming summer! Please know that the staff members and I are
deeply committed to providing the best experiences for your children. This
summer, look for new menu items, special program events, and most impor-
tantly, lots of friendly faces.

For children, summer is a time of fun, relaxation, and learning. It is also time to
make new friends and renew old relationships

This Parent handbook outlines our policies and procedures to help you and
your child have the most enjoyable summer possible. Please read it carefully
before Camp begins, and be sure to review with your child the Principles of
Conduct outlined on page 3.

On page 1, important telephone numbers are listed, and transportation infor-
mation is provided on page 6. Please call the Camp Office if you have any
questions. We look forward to seeing you this summer.

Cathy Turpel, Camp Director

You are welcome to visit our campus. Parents are always
welcome at Thayer, and we would be happy 
to schedule a visit. Please call the Camp Office to
arrange a time.



FreQuenTLY ASKeD QueSTIOnS

Q: how old are the counselors?

A: The head counselor of each group is 
      a teaching professional, assisted by a 
      trained group of one or two college 
      students and one or two high school 
      students. In addition to the head 
      counselor, each scheduled activity is 
      led by a teaching professional in his 
      or her field of expertise.

Q: What is the child/counselor ratio?

A: Lower Camp:     5-to-1 

      General Camp:   7-to-1

Q: how many participants in each group?

A: The maximum number for:

- Lower Camp groups: 15   

- General Camp groups: 30 

Q: Does every child get a swim lesson?

A: A daily Red Cross swim lesson is 
      scheduled for each child in the 
      General Program.

Q: Is lunch provided?

A: Yes, a nutritious lunch is provided for 
both on-campus and off-campus       
programs. 
   

TeLePhOne nuMBerS

General Information
Camp Office

781-848-7255  • 781-848-7258
Cathy Turpel - cturpel@thayer.org

AnnMarie Leonard - aleonard@thayer.org

Medical Information 
Camp Nurse • 781-664-1609

Susan Katchpole, RN

Program directors and head counselors are generally 
not available to take phone calls. There is always a 
staff member in the Camp Office to answer your 
questions. If additional discussion is necessary, 
the appropriate director or counselor will return 
your call.
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Attendance Policy

 Attendance is taken at the beginning
and end of each day.

 If your child will be absent, please:

4 Call the Camp Office.
4  Send a note.
4 Or email the Camp Director:
 Cathy at cturpel@thayer.org
 or the Assistant Camp Director:
 AnnMarie at aleonard@thayer.org

 We will try to verify all absences not
brought to our attention by parents.

 If a child is to be dismissed early, or is
to go home with someone other than
the designated person(s), parents must
send a note or, in the case of  an emer-

     gency, must telephone the Camp Office 
with full  details.

 All children being picked up must be
signed out by the head counselor or an
official in the Camp Office.

f.a.q. ConTaCTs



PerSOnAL POSSeSSIOnS

Children’s names must be on all clothing in-
cluding bathing suits, swim caps, and rest
blankets. Every item that comes to the
Academy should be clearly marked. 

Thayer Academy is not responsible for lost, stolen,
or damaged items.
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The Camp Director reserves the right to have participants

unpack their bags or lockers in her presence.

DO NOT BrInG

 Electronic games
 Radios and personal listening

devices, including iPods
 Money and valuables
 Sandals and clogs, jelly shoes
     or Tevas
 Video cameras, cell phones,
     iPods
 Tobacco, alcohol & medications
     not prescribed by a physician

 Weapons of any kind

whaT To bring

ALL ChILDren should bring:

 Sunblock

 Water bottle

 One or two swimsuits labeled with
the child’s name. Children should not
come to camp wearing swimsuits, nor
should they plan to wear one all day.

 Large towel with name label

 On rainy days, children should bring
proper rain gear. Please send an extra
set of clothes in a bag to hang in the
locker so they have a complete shirt-

     to-shoes change if they get soaked!

For the LOWER PROGRAM:
 A labeled rest mat/blanket & teddy bear

For the GENERAL PROGRAM: 
 Old pair of sneakers that can get wet
(for boating)

SPECIALTY PROGRAM CAMPERS 
should bring the following: 

 Basketball: swimsuit, towel
 Baseball: glove, swimsuit, towel
 Soccer: swimsuit, towel, and
  shin pads. Cleats are optional.

 Girls’ Lacrosse: stick, goggles,
     mouthpiece, towel, swimsuit

 Lax Kids: stick (optional), towel,
     swimsuit

 Field Hockey: stick, shin guards,
     mouthpiece, towel, swimsuit

 Track & Field: water bottle,
     workout clothes for all weather, 
     swimsuit, towel, running/ cross-
     trainer sneakers

 Football:
     shoulder pads, jersey, helmet, shorts, 
     cleats, swimsuit, towel

 Golf:
     clubs, towel, swimsuit



Discuss with your child the following:

 We respect the rights of others. 
 We play constructively with other children. 
 We do not fight. 
 We follow all safety rules. 
 We are courteous to other children and the 
counselors.

Because camp is less structured than a class-
room, yet larger than a neighborhood play
group, it may be helpful to discuss some of
these ideas with your child:

 All counselors are here to support and en-
courage the children in their activities. Chil-
dren should always feel that they can 
discuss any of their concerns with a counselor.

 Children in a group have different patterns
of behavior than children alone; each child will
develop an awareness of the rights, needs, and
privileges of others and will work coopera-
tively with other children and with 
counselors.

 Children make activity choices. All are en-
couraged to reach beyond what is familiar and
“safe” in order to grow and make 
discoveries.

Disciplinary Policy

Children attending Camp Thayer are ex-
pected to maintain appropriate behavior at all
times. Respect for all members of the commu-
nity and Thayer facilities is expected at all
times.

Minor disciplinary incidents are handled di-
rectly by the counselor or Thayer staff person
who is supervising the child.  Examples of
minor incidents may include minor disagree-
ments between children or inappropriate
pushing or shoving. A child involved in re-
peated minor incidents will be referred to the
Camp Director.

The appropriate disciplinary action for a
minor incident may include: 

 Time out from the group or activity
 Time out in the main office
 Time out and a call for a parent to pick 
up the child

Major disciplinary incidents will be re-
ferred directly to the Camp Director. Ex-
amples of major disciplinary incidents
include fighting, vandalism, inappropriate
language, disobedience, and disrespect to-
ward other children or staff members. 

The appropriate disciplinary action for
major incidents may include:

 Time-out in the main office
  A call to the parent to pick up child
 Suspension for one or two days
 Termination from Camp Thayer 

The Camp Director reserves the right to
dismiss a student when, in the Director’s
judgement, the student’s behavior inter-
feres with the rights of others, prevents
the smooth functioning of a group or ac-
tivity, or violates the Academy’s principles
of conduct. Failure to bring special needs
to the Director’s attention at the time of
registration would also be grounds for dis-
missal.

Prohibitions
 Corporal punishment, including 
     spanking is prohibited.
 No child shall be subjected to cruel 
     or severe punishment.
 No child shall be denied food or 
shelter as a form of punishment.

 No child shall be punished for soiling, 
     wetting, or not using the toilet.

Discipline and guidance will be directed
to the goal of maximizing the growth and
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prinCiples of ConduCT / disCipline



All children are supervised directly by coun-
selors. Children walk from activity to activ-
ity; shoes should be worn at all times (except
while swimming). Buildings and grounds
are inspected daily, including playground
equipment, pool area, fields, and class-
rooms, by counselors, directors, and plant
and facilities staff. Removal and/or repair of
hazards are promptly handled by the plant
and facilities staff.

use of Sunscreen, Lip Balm &
reducing exposure to the Sun
We urge parents to have children apply sun-
screen each day before arrival, and to  pack
a supply of sunscreen to be applied again
before and after swimming, as necessary.
Extra sunscreen is available in the Clinic
and may be applied by the counselors as
needed. Participants take water and rest
breaks in shaded areas, and for the General
Program, eat lunch indoors in an air-condi-
tioned facility so there is a break from out-
door activities each day. Those participating
in sports are advised to wear appropriate
protective clothing and  hats.

Plan for Participants 
Who Are Mildly Sick
Children complaining of stomachache,
headache, or cold-like symptoms are seen
by the nurse, who will take their tempera-
ture and check for a sore throat. Children
may lie down on a cot in the air-condi-
tioned clinic. The nurse will call the
child’s parent and describe the symptoms.

emergency Procedures
For serious injury, the Camp Nurse is no-
tified to administer immediate, direct care
and the Camp Director will also be noti-
fied. The child will not be  moved. It will
then be determined if the Camp Physi-
cian should be called. The child’s par-
ent/guardian will be notified immediately.
Appropriate first aid and medical atten-
tion will be given to stabilize the child’s
condition.

emergency Procedures If Par-

ents Cannot Be Contacted
In the event that the parent/guardian (or
alternate emergency contact) 
cannot be reached, the nurse and the
Camp Director will determine the best
course of action considering the 
seriousness of the illness or injury. 
If the participant must be taken to the
hospital, the director (or another admin-
istrator) will either transport the child in
her own vehicle, or call for an ambulance.
Every effort will be made to contact the
parent/guardian and/
or the alternate emergency contact 
person.
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healTh Care / mediCal poliCies



Medications
It is necessary for the nurse to administer all pre-
scription and non-prescription medication to par-
ticipants, except for those in trip and travel groups.
For children in trip and travel groups, a health care
supervisor who has been trained by the health care
consultant to give medications, is allowed, with
signed parental permission, to give medications.
Parents must complete a form (ll prescription
medication must be contained in appropriately la-
beled, original containers. The nurse keeps a
record of all medication dispensed throughout the
day, including the time and amount of medication.

If your child uses our transportation, please give
the medication, with written permission and in-
structions for administering it, to the bus monitor
who will deliver it to the Summer Programs nurse.
Children are never allowed to keep any prescrip-
tion or over-the-counter medication in their pos-
session. Please feel free to contact our nurse with
your questions.

return After Illness

Symptoms that may prohibit the return to Camp
Thayer following an illness include:
 Fever (over 100 degrees) without medications

 Vomiting twice in the previous 24 hours

 Diarrhea more than four times in the previous 
     24 hours

 Inability to participate comfortably in activities

Camp Medical Forms 
must be submitted by 
June 1 in order for your
child to attend.

Transportation requests
must be made one full
week prior to the week
requested. 

The driver has permis-
sion to release children
only 
to their parent(s) or
guardian(s), unless a writ-
ten request is submitted 
to the Camp Office.

Important 
Due Date

A COMPLeTe COPY OF The heALTh CAre 
POLICY IS AVAILABLe uPOn reQueST.

Camp Thayer complies with regulations designated by the 
Massachusetts Department of Public Health, and is licensed 

by the Town of Braintree Board of Health.
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Dropoff and pickup activity will take place in the parking lot on Hobart Ave.
(See the map on page 7). We also offer drop off service for campers in the 
morning. Greeters will be in the parking lot to meet the campers and take 
them to their groups.

Please observe the directional signs in the lot. Failure to do so presents a hazard for
drivers and creates an unsafe environment for children. 

You may park in any of the marked parking spaces.

Please DO NOT park in any areas marked no parking, in fire lanes, or in the area ad-
jacent to the Operations Center. Speeds should not exceed 5 mph at all times.

Medical/Emergency information must be submitted to the Camp Thayer Of-
fice. (Children may not attend Camp Thayer if this form is not on file.)

PLeASe nOTe:
Children should wear sunscreen to campus each day. If your child has not applied
sunscreen before arriving, please inform the child’s counselor.

rainy Day Pick-up
In the event of a thunderstorm or heavy rain, students will be 
dismissed from the gym. Park in either lot and proceed to the gym. Your child
must be dismissed by his or her counselor before leaving.

Send with your child:

o   Sunblock

o   Lip balm w/sunscreen

o   Water bottle

o   Towel

o   Swim suit(s)

o   Change of clothes

o   Long-sleeved shirt

o   Wide-brimmed hat

o   Bathing caps

o   Additional clothing and/or 
      equipment for specialty programs
      as described by the Specialty Programs Director

drop off & piCk up

CheCklisT
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ThaYer aCademY Campus map
DrOPOFF & PICKuP LOCATIOnS
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These items are available every day:
 Self-serve beverage line including 2% milk, skim milk, chocolate milk, 
    assorted fruit drinks, and water

 Self-serve salad bar including pickles, carrot sticks, tossed salad, specialty salad 
of the day & dessert bar including fresh fruit, pudding, jello, and ice cream novelties

 Also jelly or cheese sandwiches, hot dogs, ziti w/sauce, and pizza

 We are a Peanut-Free Camp!

here’s a sample list of menu 
items (these vary from day to day):

 Chicken patty sandwich w/chips

 Tuna sub w/chips

 Turkey & cheese sandwich w/chips

 Cheeseburgers w/chips

 Grilled cheese sandwich w/chips

 Chicken nuggets w/rice

 Macaroni & cheese w/steamed veggies

 Meatball sub w/chips

    

The following meals will be 
offered on special days:

 BBQ                                        

 Mexican fiesta

 Mangia pasta

    

lunCh



noTes

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________



Camp Thayer
745 Washington Street, Braintree, MA 02184


